JOHN LECORE

Born 1848, think he died around 1911.

Was an umbrella maker in his own business in the city of London.

Mary Lecore née Major, his wife, married 1870, died 1917 when William John was 3yrs old.

HENRY GEORGE NEVILLE LECORE

Born 20 April 1880 Leytonstone, London UK, died 1965 Hull, UK.

Left school at 14 & got a job on the railways. At age 15 ran away from home to join the Royal Navy as a boy seaman on HMS Ganges. Served 23 years in the service (the maximum time permitted) attaining the rank of Chief Yeoman of Signals.

After a short period of unemployment after leaving the Navy, he was appointed as an Inspector in the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC), Hull Branch, which necessitated the family moving from London to Hull. In 1931 he was appointed Chief Inspector and returned to their London Head Office, retiring in 1945 and moving back to Hull. During this time he inspected cases of maltreatment of children, involving prosecutions, rehousing of families etc.

He was one in a family of eight children and had three brothers and four sisters, one of which died in infancy. He married Florence Annie Dawson, who also lived in Leytonstone. She had never sought employment, although she helped her mother run a boarding house. She was an accomplished pianist and dressmaker. She died in 1925 when her younger son was 11 years old.

Henry (called both Henry and/or Harry) and Flo had two children: Cecil Henry born 30th October 1906, known as Harry, and William John, born 1 May 1914, known as Bill. After Flo died, Henry Snr employed the services of Housekeepers to look after the house and family. In 1928, Olive Hunter came to live with the family as a housekeeper, and later became his wife. She died approximately five years before Henry Snr died. After cremation his ashes were interred in the grave of his second wife’s parents in the Northern Cemetery, Chanterlands Avenue, Hull.

CECIL HENRY LECORE

Born 30.10.1906 in Leytonstone, London, UK - preferred to be called Henry Cecil Lecore, known as Harry.

Left school at 14 years (the normal leaving agent that lime), attained employment as an apprenticed fitter with the Associated Equipment Company (AEC) in London, manufacturing lorries and trucks.

When the family moved to Hull in 1923, Harry changed his job to a shop assistant with the Maypole Dairy Company Limited, in Hull and district. On the outbreak of the 2nd World War he had reached the rank of manager, but decided to join the Auxiliary Fire Service (Catering Division) attaining the rank of Senior Fireman. He was based in Hull during the period of the war, mainly involved with the organisation of the catering section and other executive duties.

On demobilisation (leaving the force after the war was over), be Joined Unilever Limited as trainee manager and in due course took over area management in several regions throughout the country. He retired in 1971 as Area Manager, Northwest England, based in Kendal, Westmoreland, UK. He died of a heart attack at age 79, August 1986.

Harry, as a child of six, learned to play the pianoforte and violin and his love of music was expressed throughout his life by activities in musical circles. in his teens, he learned to play the cello and this became his favourite instrument. He formed a trio (piano, violin & cello) in his early twenties which competed very successfully in musical festivals in the Hull area, in the Fire Service he became Band Leader of the Hull Auxiliary Fire Service Band.

Harry also enjoyed choral work, especially in church choirs, initially as a Tenor and later as a Baritone. He was choir master of St Michaels All Angels Church, Holderness High Road, Hull (opposite the Four in Hand pub!) and a church in Kendal.

In approximately 1944, Harry married Dora M Scott and they had two children Betty Valerie born 1930 and Peter Scott born 1934. Dora worked in a laundry before she was married.

Betty went on to marry Sidney Boggis and live in Grimsby, Lincolnshire UK - no children.

Peter married Eleanor Stavert and live in Kendal, Cumbria, UK and had Deborah, David and Sandra.

WILLIAM JOHN LECORE

born 1.05.1914 Leytonstone, London E11, UK and still going strong as at 5.12.1994 -aged 80 years!

Attended school Goodall Road School, Leytonstone and Sidmouth Street School, Hull, leaving at age 11 years before attending Hull Municipal Technical College (later known as Riley High School) until 1930, qualifying with a matric. Attained employment for six weeks with Gosschalk’s Solicitors before joining Kingston Upon Hull Corporation City Treasurer’s Department in October 1930. This employment was to last until 3lst March 1978 - nearly 64 years (excluding war service).

In August 1939 as a reservist with the RNVR (Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve), Bomber Division, he was mobilised and reported to Chatham Naval Barracks, Kent for training just prior to war being declared September 1939 - see book on RNVR Humber for further detail!

After gunnery and seamanship training he was drafted to HMS Carlisle, a light cruiser, in December 1939 as Ordinary Seaman and sailed for Malta for further training. On returning to Britain the ship was involved in the landing of an Expeditionary Force (small army - tanks etc, to stop the Germans from taking over Norway) in Norway - this engagement was unfortunately overwhelmed by superior enemy forces (Germans were coming over from north Germany and Denmark bombing every 90 minutes in Junkers 87’s – dive bombers) and, even though a further landing was attempted, evacuation (i.e. the Expeditionary Force came back on board) eventually took place. The ship was fortunately undamaged under heavy bombing and in due course returned, with army survivors, to the UK in May 1940. After about 48 hours in harbour, taking on stores and ammunition, the ship proceeded at maximum speed to the Red Sea via the Mediterranean Sea to protect army convoys prior to the entry of Italy into the war.

Until November 1940, HMS Carlisle was employed in convoying troops to the western desert from Durban to Ismailia and Port Sudan. In November Bill left the ship to return to RN Barracks Portsmouth to commence a period of 8 weeks training for a Commission in the service. This was completed and he was appointed Sub-Lieutenant in the Miscellaneous weapons department of the Admiralty. His first post was to take charge of a base at Blyth, Northumberland, fitting Mark 5 barrage balloons to merchant ships (mainly coasters travelling in convoy down the east coast) This was a method of protecting ships from low flying aircraft whose wings would be damaged or detached by the mooring wire of the balloon and this would cause an explosive charge to be drawn up under the wings of the aircraft. The base was manned by naval personnel and RAF personnel jointly under his command. After a year, he was appointed Sub-Lieutenant and joined HMS Ramilles a 1919 battleship at Portsmouth and he served with her for about two years, taking part in seeking out enemy surface craft and being part of the bombardment force off Sword Beach, Normandy on D-day (being the first ship to open fire on this beach). At this time he was high level Gunnery Control Officer and officer in charge of a division on the ship (telling them when and where to fire the guns!) - after services were not required off Normandy, the ship took part in the South of France landing (around Toulon) before returning to the UK. The latter part of his service with the Navy was with HMS Perseus, an auxiliary aircraft carrier, being built and fitted out at Vickers yard on the Tyne. Be was acting First Lieutenant for nine months by which time the ship had been commissioned and proceeded through its sea trials and gunnery trials prior to sailing for the Far East, the war in Europe being over, before she sailed the Admiralty decided it was time for his demobilisation and Bill returned to the City Treasurers Department in January 1946 as a Clerk. He considered himself fortunate to be able to serve as First Lieutenant as a reservist as this position was usually only for full time officers - and he could go home every night!

He served in the City Treasurer’s Dept up to his retirement in March 1978. Be had attained the title of Senior Accountant when he retired at age 63 years. He remained unemployed until the age of 65.

In 1981 he became President of the PROBUS (professional & businessmen’s association) in Sutton-upon-Hull and took part in the activities of that association which was attached to the Rotary Club of Holderness.

At age 29 years he married Joan Gillespie Henderson of Blyth, Northumberland, aged 21, on 17 July 1943.

They met while he was serving in the Navy at Blyth in 1941. He had to find accommodation ashore and was advised to contact Betty Henderson, Joans elder sister, to see if they would accept a boarder. At that time, the two sisters shared the house with a housekeeper, “Nanny” Jane Armer, both of their parents having died. Bill was engaged at the time to a Hull girl, Winifred Ellis, but in due course this engaged was broken and he later became engaged and married to Joan. At that time, she was teaching in Blyth but, on demobilisation in 1946, they moved to Hull where Bill had purchased their first home (for 750.00 pounds sterling): 8 Deepdale Grove, Hull. 

It was a two storeyed terraced house, with three bedrooms and bathroom upstairs and lounge, kitchen and outside toilet downstairs. In 1947, when Robin was 3 years, she obtained a post teaching at Buckingham Street Primary School, at the same time Robin was accepted at the Buckingham Street Nursery School. in 1952 the house was sold for 1150 pounds sterling and the family removed to 402 James Reckitt Avenue, Hull which was purchased for 2250 pounds sterling. This was a twin storeyed semi-detached house with three bedrooms and a bathroom upstairs and lounge, dining room, kitchen, pantry, toilet and coalhouse downstairs, plus a single garage. This house overlooked East Park, the largest park in the city of Hull.

On 5tb December- 1944 a son, Robin William, was born in Blyth, Northumberland

On 24th July 1949 a daughter-, Angela, was born at the Hedon Road maternity Hospital, Hull.

On 14th November 1952 a second son, Guy Henderson, was born at 402 James Reckitt Avenue, Hull

On 18th February 1962 a second daughter, Sylvia Joy, was born at 402 James Reckitt Ave, Hull.

Robin attended Hymer’s College and the Hull Grammar School, leaving school at 16 to work for a Hull-based insurance company. Shortly after that he left home, living in Hull and London, and returning to Hull to obtain a teaching diploma. He then travelled extensively over-seas in Europe. He met his German wife, Hildegard Westermeier, while teaching in Lancaster during his holidays. They now live in Munich, Germany.

Angela attended Malet Lambert High School, Hull before proceeding to the Royal Free College of Medicine, and qualifying as a medical doctor. She worked at the West Kent Hospital and the Kent & Sussex Hospital before becoming a General Practitioner based in Staplehurst, Kent. She married Stephen James Martin on 28 July 197? at St James Church, Sutton-upon-Hull. They had two children, Charles Ashley born 25 January 1979 and Edward Jasper born 3 March 1982. They emigrated to Johannesburg, South Africa in 1984 and were divorced in 198? Stephen died in London in July 1990? On 5th October 1994, Angela married Michael Wheeler in Mombassa, Kenya, an holiday and continued to live in South Africa, where she practises from home as a psychotherapist/stress consultant.

Guy attended Malet Lambert High School, Hull, before proceeding to Sheffield University where he read Bachelor of Engineering (BEng) and obtained an Honours degree. He subsequently obtained a teaching diploma at London University before seeking employment teaching science at a school in Kingston Upon Thames, London and then on to EMI where ho was involved with electronics. During this period, he studied French language and passed at A level, before obtaining employment teaching English to adult students in Lyon, France. He later accepted a job in Paris as an electronics engineer and now works for Digital, Paris, France. He met his French wife, Cathy, while both were holidaying in Spain in 1969. They married on 27 July 1979 and now have two children, Eva, born 17 July 1982 and Guillaume, born 18 February 1987.

Joy  
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