The Ancestory of the Lecore

« What is in a Name »

Although I have often wondered over the years as to the origin of our Family Name, it was not until October 1980, that during a family luncheon party kindly given by my brother, celebrating my seventy-fourth birthday, that it was revealed by Mr Stephen Martin (husband of my beloved niece, Dr Angela Lecore) also with us, plus tiny son Charles, that whilst searching for his own family records, he had listed for Angela’s interest, those relating to the Lecore’s.

Offering this material, together with three copy documents to me hearing that I was deeply interested in history, naturally it was very acceptable,... and gratefully received.

After researching many books, the following is offered for your interest, with any apologies for points that you might fail to agree.

Many will read this, and no doubt be more versed than I am.

Germany : Martin Luther was a very great man, and was completely without fear and utterly devoted to the truth.

The church of Rome condemned him, but he stuck to his principles, finally causing a movement to arise, breaking off with Rome.

The church, overloaded with pomp and ceremony, cared more for graft ie ; a man named Tetzel would come from Rome and grant remission for some sin, which often remained after a punishment (plus passing of monies) even again after his Apostolic forgiveness.!!

France : A movement with like aims, and lead by one John Calvin, hearing of the German action, banded together, and were termed The Huguenots, much to the annoyance of the national strong catholic faith.

Catholic clerics of some zeal, plus the Humorist Group, were very strong before the reformation in Paris.

After the Reformation began in Germany in 1517, Luther’s writings began to circulate widely, collecting the French Protestants about the middle of the 16th century.

The French, led by John Calvin... thousands of Protestants were forced to flee.

Protestantism continued to spread, soon having supporters in the Nobility, with the result that in 1547-1559, individual executions, massacres and riots, caused in turn a great increase in the prisons.

In the year 1572, the massacre of St. Batholomews Day on the 23rd August spread fast, with nearly all the Huguenots in Paris... many leading figures, plus thousands around the country also being killed.

The worry and tension must have been terrible for those concerned.

�Trouble of the same kind was experienced in 1643, with the result that France lost more than 250,000 of its Protestant citizens.

These poor people fled in terror to England, Prussia, Holland and America.

Channel Islands .	Did they go here ?.

From my research, I note that whilst no specific reference is made to immigrants coming at this time to Guernsey, there are at the present time many families bearing the name of Lecorre living mainly together at St. Aubyn’s Bay, district of Jersey.

A theory might be, that the two brothers or families hurriedly left France, and going to Jersey, with maybe, a splinter from these, or one brother travelling on to England.

My own view is that our ancestors left France, and sailed via a short channel crossing... then up the Thames... to finally land at Wapping.

With a short land journey of one mile or so, they would be very near one of the gates, Bishopsgate, in the walls of the city.

This fact is as recorded in the material reviewed.

The walled city of London.. and the area known as Spitalfields.

It was recorded that the refugees whose numbers doubled in the thirteen years from 1567-1580 brought new talents with them, and eventually they settled outside the City walls. The Guilds (as our present day Trade Unions) anxious to protect the rights of the English craftsmen, tried to supervise the aliens, who preferred to work in their own way.

They set up dye works at Bow,.. made tapestries in Broad Street, and at Mortlake, and manufactured pottery and glass at Southwark.

In Spitalfields silks were woven, and in Bermondsey hats were manufactured.

As the City authorities had no durisdiction outside the City walls, there were a number of good reasons for certain prohibitions, causing the defences to be rendered useless, with the result that London’s open spaces were being rapidly filled in.

In an effort to keep down the fast growing population inside London, regulations were passed to control building inside the walls, with the result that overcrowding became worse than ever before.

Rotting hovels, stinking tenements and squalid houses were all squashed together in a bewildering tangle of narrow alleys and courts.

�The insanitary conditions led to frequent outbreaks of plague, and the houses crowded together were a serious fire risk.

Water and sewerage problems were ever present.

For labourers living alongside the Thames in the poorer parishes of the City, or the sprawl of houses that spread to the East, life must have been horrific !!.

Thousands lived in appalling squalor in insanitary « rookeries », in tenements and in hovels without even the most rudimentary sanitary arrangements.

The stench must have been dreadful, and it is hardly surprising that the mortality rates were frighteningly high.

In these districts people lived as best as they could, without education and without even the benefit of an Anglican Church.

This area was a very lawless place, but so was London.

Pickpockets, footpads, highwaymen, thugs and thieves lirked in alleyways by day, and prowled the streets by night.

The reason.... no street lighting.

With narrow alleys fouled by horse traffic, mostly with a drain running down the middle, it must have been far from easy to miss the wagons, also wet splashes. Later when small wooden posts were driven at one or both sides of these alleyways, the space between the wall and the post was deemed the footpath.

Anyone having a dog,... as many did in those days, when the poor animal died, used to dispose of the animal in an alley with a larger drain,... this said to convey all said refuse into the Thames.

The alley.....  Houndsdistch.

Heavy drinking, horse and dog racing, cock-fighting, and gambling were the daily routine for the men, whilst the « Shrews » (prostitutes) covered the nightly entertainment.

Gin was very cheap, and was often given as part-wages, also could be bought in men’s barber shops, and off barrows in the streets.

An alcoholic world, for in 1742, over seven million gallon of gin were drunk in one year in London.

In 1854, a Royal Commission, which was appointed to inquire into the health in towns, reported on the disgraceful conditions in which people were forced to live.

In London, thirty-six three storey houses, all in a ramshackle state, and grouped around a dark airless court, sheltered nearly 1,000 people.

Thirty-five years later, the situation had changed very little.

�In Spitalfields, sixty-three people lived in a nine roomed house.

Lord Shaftesbury, visiting the area, discovered a room which had a family living in each corner,.. with a cesspit underneath its boarded floor.

Sir Robert Peel in 1829 formed the first police force, and one now wonders at his first problems, especially when considering that our Huguenots together with other nationalities, were living in the terrible conditions.

The City was a walled fortress against raiders, with gates at Aldgate, Moorgate, and other points, but to our interest, the one at Bishop’s Gate, having a military presence just inside the gate, is our concern.

In my opinion, our Huguenots travelled to Wapping by sea, (this is recorded as previously stated), and then went overland the short walk to Bishop’s Gate.

They were not let in, and had to encamp outside with others later from Germany, Italy, and Greece.

The Army kept them under observation.

After they were found acceptable and industrious, they were let into and within the City wall ... to Spitalfields.

I have previously illustrated the housing and living conditions, and will now deal with the other side of life.

Spitalfields as stated was a very active industrial area, with large markets for vegetables, poultry, flowers etc, and as today, although modernised still operates in a busy, large way.

Streets, replacing some of the old alleys with wooden buildings, were re-built in much the same pattern, but with alleys much larger after the Great Fire of London. Unfortuneately, although the Great Plague brought death to many, it did not, as previously mentioned, clear the area of diseases.

By 1830, when our folk were living in the area, the mortality rate for the well-to-do was one in ten... for the other folk... the poor,.. it was one in four.

Streets were named after the locality i.e. ; Bread St, Poultry St, Milk St, with others Cordwainer St (Ironmongers) Stinking Lane (Butchers) and even the Lecore’s lived in Sandwich Street. It is there, although the house is not. All very quaint.

Foreign Trade.. this commenced, and with Italians in Lombard Street, in West Cheap (Jewellers)... it was stated that 52 jewellers were trading in that one street.

The Huguenots were hard at work at their specialist trade of silk weaving.

Although our folk experienced a hard life, no doubt that they had given up so much for their faith, with no church or place of worship, for the Jews already had their synagogue, when news that a commisioner named James Gibb had been directed to see that a new church be built in Spitalfields, it must have been great news for them all.

�Christ Church, Spitalfields,

Nicholas Hawkesmoor, a pupil of Sir Christopher Wren, was called upon to design this church, and with strong features of St Paul’s Cathedral, the work was begun on an island site in the year 1723.

Six years later, in 1729, the church was consecrated, and no doubt would be warmly welcomed, and a great occasion to many of the protestants in that area.

Today, after some enemy action, the front is supported by expansive scaffolding, and as said, like the cathedral, is entered by many stone steps leading to twin oak doors.

A towering spire of 226ft, gives one the impression of a large semi-cathedral church.

From the interior, a very large four, or five manual organ spans the gallery over the front doors.

The church is very spacious, and would easily hold 1,000 to 2,000, for with a large main aisle, two large blocks of metal stacka chairs were seen. Puzzled at the time as to why they had relaced to original seating, I noticed in the London Press that the church was due for it’s Musical Festival Week mid May 1981, at which among notable artists, were Dame Janet Brown of the Covent Garden Opera Company to sing with a large London orchestra.

Monuments and Marble Tombs were on the side aisles, no ambulatery, but over the main sanctuary doming was seen very fine Vanbrugh painting.

The Baldacchinio, and Altar had been removed, but to stand where our Mary Lecour had married Daniel Marsellat,... the third marriage performed that day, so presumed a Saturday afternoon... on the 6th September 1732. All in their very new church was, and must have been a great occasions.

It was an awe inspiring moment for me.

Quite eary in  fact, for as it was 4pm on a November afternoon, with only a poor light and having gained entry through a rear small door, I had to leave it for later observation, for I did not want to find myself locked in.

There was a light burning in a lower part of the building, and this turned out to be the crypt, which I later found out to be the temporary home of many men suffering from alcoholic problems. Jimmy Grieves the footballer was in at the time.

The next call was on the Rector, a Rev Eddy Stride at a nearby rectory.

Hearing of my quest for any family church records, he said that there was no evidence that our family had attended his church, and said that as he had no records on hand, due to age, damp etc, although they were held in safe keeping by the L.C.C. archives Dept. They would not allow anyone to sight them without permission of himself. He thereupon typed an authority, and giving it over offered a prayer for all the family, plus one for my safe return home.

Thanking him, I left, but before leaving the rectory, he showed me a building opposite the church, pointing out that it was build by the Huguenots where they lived and worked. To describe this house, it was as follows, Ground Floor - Shop Front, First Floor .. Living rooms, Third.. Cutting/Design Dorma-Roof.. This had half Rose windows and was a workroom with possible hot iron pressing.

Jacob in 1792 and again in 1793 had Sarah and Anne baptised in Christ Church, and on the records he was shown as a Hotpressor.

�Basically this area is the top of Petticoat Lane, and as most know, it all is a busy cosmopolitan trading area. Clothing still takes a large part of the trade, and with the busy market, the eating needs partly supplied by a grubby cafe « The Market Cafe », which I learned with interest that it opens at 2AM, and closes at 2PM, shows the noisy night traffic around.

Living their early years in Spitalfields, I learned that they were joined by the Germans, and then the Italians, in that order, finally when the Greeks came, the overcrowding caused our folk to move on to Soho, and as trade moved north, finally to Lancashire, joining with the cotton workers.

My theory is this ; One family.. two brothers perhaps made for Jersey with the general exodus from France, one or part of that family staying, for I have traced 14 families now Living in St Aubyn’s Bay area, with the other person, or persons, travelling on to England, and landing as stated previously at Wapping.

Unable to write or perhaps speak English can support the early records that I have sighted.

Most seen of the folk of this early church could not write, or perhaps was the custom, that the clergy, or main scribe wrote in marriage, baptism or burial records for all.

It was seen that whilst father might be Lecour, his son or grandson might later be recorded as Lecorre, or similar.

A sad note was found in the Burial Register. It was that the oldest man in the family was buried at the age of 53 yrs. He died in 1732.

Out of eleven I have listed, only five reached any age.

Six died before they were eighteen years old.

Although it was an expensive, hard slog through old records and micro-film scanning, I do hope that will be of some interest to all who read same, and with the hope that some day I may be able to again finish the huge burial register, for there must lie much more history.

With sincere thanks to Steve, Bill, Bert and the Kent Team, not forgetting my son Peter, and Debbie.

Wishing you all the best of wishes.

�

6, Little Aynam,

Kendal, Cumbria LA9..7AH.

June, 1981.

�Appendix 1 : Research done by H.C. Lecore

Extract of Marriage Registers. 		L.C.C. Archives

Date�Husband�Wife�Comments��6/9/1732�Daniel Marsillat�Mary Lecour���31/1/1813�Jacob Lecore�Mary Gobert�Widower & Spinster��2/2/1824�John Lecore�Elizabeth Routledge���10/3/1830�Isaac Gobert��(Brother of Mary)��25/12/1831�James Gobert��(Brother of Mary)��27/8/1832�Joseph Routledge��(Brother of Elizabeth)��30/9/1833�William Watson�Catherine Lecore���16/1/1837�William Lecore�(Not Entered)���10/7/1836�David William Lecore�(Not Entered)���27/3/1749�Peter Le Core�(Note ... no entry)���Extract of Marriage Register. Christ Church Old Document

6/9/1732

Daniel Marsillat 	to 	Mary Le Cour

Batchelor			Spinster

This record was written out fully with others in a foolscap ruled book. No evidence of seperate certificates as now. The age of record causing only a microfilm being offered for scanning. Ref 924 or 724141.

31/1/1813

Jacob Lecore 	to	Mary Gobert

Widower		Widow

Both of this parish

Reference on this certificate stated for age « Above age » and both of the above, and witnesses, unable to sign, made marks « X ».

(This wedding was the third one celebrated on that day) Ref ; F.93/CTC1./18

2/2/1824

John Lecore		to	Elizabeth Routledge

Batchelor			Spinster

No ages were recorded

John signed his name... Elizabeth made her mark with a « X ». Ref.R.1029 18.3.1826

30/9/1833

William Watson	to	Catherine Lecore

Batchelor			Spinster

William Watson signed and Catherine made her mark « X ».

(Three weddings held that day). Ref. R. 708.

Note that all the weddings recorded here were the last held at Christ Church on that day, which could be presumed late Saturday.

Why some of the participants did not sign their names, could be unable to write English, or the very poor education at the time.

Signed H.C.Lecore

�Baptisms at Christ Church, Spitalfields. Ref: Microfilm 7C.24.1.



Date�Child's Name�Parents / Address�Father's Occupation��7/3/1738�Martha Lecone�Isaac & Sarah���17/8/1744�James Lecour�Peter & Anne���28/6/1745�Peter Lecour�Peter & Anne���19/10/1766�James Lecour�James & Rebecca, Crispin St�Baker��21/12/1766�Samuel Lecour�James & Rebecca, Crispin St�Baker��17/10/1773�Martha Susanna Lecour�James & Rebecca, Pelham St�Baker��18/10/1778�William Lecore����30/9/1792�Sarah Lecore�Jacob & Sarah, Wheeler St.�Hotpressor��25/5/1792�James Le Core�of Anne "A workhouse foundling"���25/12/1793�Anne Lecour�Jacob & Sarah, Wheeler St.�Hotpressor��25/3/1795�Jane Lecour�Jacob & Sarah, Wheeler St.���31/8/1810�John Lecour��Labourer��17/3/1815�Daniel William Lecore�Jacob & Mary, Browne Lane�Brush Maker��22/4/1804�Elizabeth Lecore����(Additional Material)

Date�Child's Name�Parents / Address�Comments��13/12/1747�Peter Lecourer�Mary Westropp, Black Eagle Lane�14 Years��4/2/1744�John Lecourer�--- Market Hall, King Cobles Yard���11/3/1766�Jane Lecourt����10/7/1836�David William Le Cour�����Burials Extracted from Christ Church Spitalfields

Date�First Name�Surname�Address or Details�Age�Born��1/9/1729�Frances�Lecour�From the Market Hall����21/5/1730�Isaac�Lecoure�From the Market Hall Manager����28/12/1731���A Man died in the Market - Hall����01/12/1732�James �Leccarre�From Wheeler Street - Man����2/2/1732���A strange Woman from the Workhouse����29/8/1734�Elizabeth�Defore�Wheeler Street����9/7/1748�Martha�LaCorde�Peart Street�11�1737��9/10/1748�Daniel�Lecore�Phoenix Street�2�1746��10/3/1753�John�Lecore�Peart Street�39�1714��5/4/1753�Peter�Lecourer�Quaker Street�42�1711��10/8/1753�Abraham�Lefoe�Quaker Street�1�1752��19/5/1753�Anne�Lefore�Grey Eagle Street�53�1700��16/2/1758�Susanna�Lecour�Browne Lane�31�1727��12/8/1758�Peter�Lecourt��4/12�1753��27/5/1760�Elizabeth�Lecourt�����29/3/1761�John�Lecorder�Phoenix Street�18�1743��10/1/1763�Abraham�Lecore�Spring Street�1/12�1763��30/12/1763�Mary�Lecore�Wheeler Street�1�1762��

Completed to 1763 	- 	(10/12/1980)



This large section still to complete. 

Ref Microfilm X24-12

�Baptisms, and Birth Dates as held by the L.C.C. Archives.

Date�First Name�Surname��7/3/1738�Martha�Lecour��4/2/1744�John�Lecourer��17/8/1744�James�Lecour��28/6/1745�Peter�Lecour��11/3/1746�Jane�Lecourer��13/12/1747�Peter�Lecourer��21/12/1766�Samuel�Lecour��19/10/1770�James�Lecour��17/10/1773�Martha Susanna�Lecour��18/10/1778�William�Lecore��25/5/1792�James�Lecore��30/9/1792�Sarah�Lecore��25/12/1793�Anne�Lecour��25/3/1795�James�Lecour��22/4/1804�Elizabeth�Lecore��31/8/1810�John�Lecour��19/3/1815�Daniel William�Lecore��19/3/1836�David William�Lecour��1840�Emma�Lecore��1841�Eliza�Lecore��1842�Sarah�Lecore��1843�Daniel William�Lecore��1843�Eleanor�Lecore��1844�William�Lecore��1845�John�Lecore��1845�Caroline�Lecore��1845�Joseph Thomas�Lecore��1847�Eliza�Lecore��1848�Ann Charlotte�Lecore��1848�John�Lecore��1850�Esther�Lecore��1851�Ann�Lecore��1851�Emma�Lecore��1853�Henry�Lecore��1854�Margaret�Lecore��1855�Louisa�Lecore��1857�Mary Ann�Lecore��1858�George John�LeCore��1861�Joseph�LeCore��1863�Robert Daniel�Lecore��1865�John William�Lecore��1865�John�Lecore��1866�Mary Ann�Lecore��1867�Charles�Lecore��1867�George�Lecore��1869�Alfred�Lecore���

Date�First Name�Surname��1869�Harriet Susan�Lecore��1871�Eliza Maria�Lecore��1871�John William�Lecore��1873�Mary Ann�Lecore��1874�Alice Mary Ann�Lecore��1875�Albert George�Lecore��1875�Charles Lucy�Lecore��1876�James William�Lecore��1878�Mary Ann�Lecore��1878�Joseph Thomas�Lecore��1880�Henry George Neville�Lecore��1882�Alice Lydia E�Lecore��1886�William Charles�Lecore��1900�Charles Albert�Lecore��

30/10/1906�Henry Cecil�Lecore��01/05/1914�William John�Lecore��06/01/1915�Albert Eric Stanley�Le Core��31/12/1918�Reginald Charles�Le Core��17/03/1921�Dennis Arthur�Lecore��30/07/1930�Betty Valerie�Lecore��10/01/1934�Peter Scott�Lecore��05/12/1944�Robin William�Lecore��08/04/1945�John Graham�Le Core��15/08/1945�Graham Lawrence�Le Core��18/03/1947�Annette�Lecore��24/07/1949�Angela�Lecore��28/03/1950�Christopher William�Le Core��05/12/1950�Jane Elizabeth�Lecore��30/06/1952�Janis Beverley�Le Core��14/11/1952�Guy Henderson�Lecore��24/09/1954�John Edward�Lecore��15/06/1957�Jeanette Margaret�Lecore��18/02/1962�Sylvia Joy�Lecore��17/02/1971�Kerry Jane�Le Core��28/12/1976�Louise Jane�Lecore��
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